TO THE HONORABLE 
KNIGH I'S, CITIZENS, 


AND BVRGESSES OF THE HOVSE 


OF CO:.Me-MONS, ASSEMBLED 
IN PARLIAMENT. 


The humble Remanſtrance of Wilkam Davenant, Anno 1 64.1. 


F 7 Humbly beſcech you to conceive,that I have abſented toappeare before this 
=D 2-| honourable Aſſembly, rather from a befitting baſhfulneſle, as being an ill 
ÞX23| objec, then of outward lence of guilt, as being a delinquent. I did beleeve 
2&8 |o|:t | were layed aſide awhile, my Cauſe would be forgotten, becauſe | knew 
9 nothing ſtronger but ſuſpicions and meere opinions can be brought againſt 
BÞ! mc; unl:fle I may particularly ſuffer for the old infarmity of that Nation which 
= hath bin ever bred with liberty of ſpeaking : and the very Mecchanicks of 
= Spaine are glad they are Spaniards,becauſe they have liberty z and thinke,when 
oyer-{peaking becomes dangerous, that then they chiefely loſe the liberty of Subjes. 

Confcſlion 15 the neereſt vay to forgivenelle, therefore 1 will make haſte ro accuſe my ſeiſe, and 
lay it is pollible I may be guilcy of ſome miſ- becoming words, yet not words made in dangerous 
principles and maximes, but looſe Arguments, diſputed at Table perhaps, with roo much tancy 
and heat, Andasin ſpeaking, ſo in wetting, I meaneip Letters, I have perhaps committed crrours, 
but never irreverently or maliciouſly againſt Parliamentary government, 

I have beeneadminted intothe company of theſe noble Gentlemen that are abſent, but never 
wastaken intotheir councels :. and ſure for two of them, Maſter Iarmin and Sit ſobn Suckling, with 
whom 1 was more particularly acquainted, r'>cy were frangeiy altered, and in a very fhort time, it 
it vvere poſſible they could defigne any thing againſt your happy and glorious proceedings, who 
both ia chcir writings and ſpecch have ſo often extold the naturall neceſſity of Parliaments here, 
with exireame ſcorne upon the incapacity of any that ſhould perlwade the K-1N 6 he could be for- 
runate withoutthew, 

Anditis not long ſincel wrotetothe Queenes Majeſty in praiſe of her inclination to become this 
way the Peoples advocate, the which they preſented to her ; for the Arguments ſake it 1s extant in 
ecod hands, and now mertioned, in hope it may be accepted as a Record of my integrity to the 
Common-wealth. 

lc becomes not me 'd meddle wich buſineſſes ſo farre above my reach, but that I perceive I am 
unfortunately miſtaken io beill-affeRed. | | 

| doe not certainly know, [ protcft before God and you,that I have ſpoken or written any thing 
that may endanger me, but as | urged before, it is generally whiſpered, and upon the publication of 
your Warrant men did avoid me, even my old friends, like one firicken with an infeQious kinde of 
death ; ſoterriblealready is every marke of your dilpleature growne; therefore | humbly beſeech 
your pardon. {fa ſingle courage fiye from your anger,and begge you would not interpret as diſo- 
bedier ce my not appearing, ſince it did rather proceed from a reverend awe your diſpleaſure bred 
ia me; which two wayes [| conceive | might incurre. 

Firſt, by knowing of the departure of an ingenious Gentleman named in the Proclamation, who 
lay in my houſe, And {econdly,by ſomething which might cither have etcaped my tongue or pen. 

Laſtly, I moſt humbly implore, that as you daily leave to futuretimes ſome exawples of your [u- 
ice, ſo this day you will leave me to poſterity as a marke of your compal>ion, and let not my flight 
or other indiſeretions be my ruine, though contrary to Davids opinion, 1 have fled from Divine 
power, which is yours by derivation, and choſe to fall into the hands of men, which are your Of- 


ficers that apprehended me. 
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